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Overview  
This test specification covers two separate tests for young learners: English Level Test for 
Young Learners (ELYL) and English Benchmark Test for Young Learners (EBYL). Both tests are 
covered in this document due to the similarities across them and the ability for them to be 
used side-by-side as a holistic proficiency journey for learners ages 6-14 years old. 

English Level Test for Young Learners 
ELYL is web-delivered and tablet-based language proficiency assessment that can be used as 
a stand-alone assessment or accompany EBYL. Results from the ELYL test is designed to 
assess a learner's English proficiency for placement purposes, providing a corresponding 
CEFR level and GSE score range. Additionally, it offers a recommended EBYL level. 

ELYL consists of two levels, (1) Beginner to Elementary and (2) Elementary to Intermediate, 
with two forms in each level for a total of four forms as shown in the table below: 

ELYL Level  CEFR Levels  GSE Score Range  EBYL Levels 

Beginner to 
Elementary 

<A1-A2+ 10-42 1-4 

Elementary to 
Intermediate 

A2-B1+  30-58  3-6 

 
English Benchmark Test for Young Learners 
EBYL is web-delivered and a tablet- based language proficiency assessment for English 
language learners in primary and secondary education aged 6-14. It consists of six levels, 
with five forms in each level, for a total of 30 forms. The six levels range from pre-A1 to B1+ 
on the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR):   

  

EBYL Level  CEFR Levels  GSE Score Range  

1  <A1-A1  10-28 

2  <A1-A1  16-32 

3  A1-A2+  23-38 

4  A1-B1  28-44 

5  A2-B1  34-55 

6  A2-B1+ 42-58  

   

There is also an unscored practice test form at each level with one item in each item type to 
familiarize students with the test and equipment. 
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Purpose of the test  
English Level Test for Young Learners 
ELYL can be used as a separate, standalone test to determine the general score range of 
students. The test will provide a recommended EBYL level, a CEFR level, and a GSE score 
range. As ELYL results provide a recommended EBYL level, it can also be used to determine 
the most appropriate of the six EBYL levels if a student’s level is unknown for placement 
purposes. Overall, this test can be used to help teachers adapt learning materials to the 
appropriate level or to place students into the most appropriate class. 

English Benchmark Test for Young Learners 
EBYL can be used as a diagnostic and formative tool, administered at the beginning of the 
school year to obtain a baseline measure of a student’s English proficiency, identifying 
learning needs and informing instruction. It can then be used as a progress monitor, with a 
minimum of 120 hours or more between each test, throughout the school year to advise 
learning plans. It can also be used as a predictor of student success on external high-stakes 
exams such as Pearson English International Certificate Young Learners and other similar 
exams.   

The test provides detailed information to a teacher or administrator about each student or 
class in the ELL program. The information provided includes:  

• A distribution of scores for all students in a class  
• An overall score for each student  
• A profile of subscores showing areas of strengths or weaknesses for the class  
• A profile of subscores showing areas of strengths or weaknesses for each student  
• Comparison of scores from one test administration to another  

 
The information above allows the teacher to adapt learning materials to suit the level of 
both the class and individual students and to provide extension activities where the group 
or particular individuals are strong.  

 

Test design  
English Level Test for Young Learners 
If desired, ELYL can be administered to determine the most appropriate EBYL level or to 
determine the general score range of students for placement purposes. There are two levels 
of ELYL, one aimed at pre-A1 to A2+ and one aimed at A2 to B1+: 

ELYL Level  GSE Score Range  CEFR Level  Age  

Beginner to Elementary 10-42 <A1-A2 6-12 

Elementary to 
Intermediate 30-58 A2-B1+ 9-14 
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There are two forms at the Beginner to Elementary level which are about 20 minutes in 
length, and there are two forms at the Elementary to Intermediate level which are about 25 
minutes in length. Both the Beginner to Elementary and Elementary to Intermediate tests 
contain question types that cover Speaking, Listening, Reading, and Writing. 

The test begins with microphone and audio calibration followed by an overall instructional 
video introducing the student to the test. Each new item section is prefaced by an 
instructional video specific to the upcoming item type. Instructional videos are allowed to 
be viewed up to two times before a student must proceed to the question. 

English Benchmark Test for Young Learners 
EBYL provides six test levels to ensure the greatest accuracy. If a learner has completed an 
ELYL test, the recommended EBYL level provided in the score report can be used to 
determine which test is most appropriate. For learners who have not taken an ELYL test, 
levels can be determined based on learning hours and/or previous English proficiency rather 
than age or grade, although age can be used as a guide. The table below can help select the 
most suitable level. 

EBYL Level  GSE Score Range  CEFR Level  Age  Hours Learning  

1  10-28 <A1-A1  6  After 120-240 hours  

2  16-32 <A1-A2  7-8  240-440 hours  

3  23-38 A1-A2+  9-10  440-840 hours  

4  28-44 A1-B1  11-12  840-1240 hours  

5  34-55 A2-B1+  12-13  After 1200 hours  

6  42-58  A2+-B1+  13-14  After 1500 hours  

  
As a general recommendation, students should start from Level 1 unless:  

ο an ELYL score report recommended a higher EBYL level or 
ο the student has more than 120 hours learning or  
ο it is known that the student is already at a higher GSE level or   
ο the student comes from an English as a second language context or  
ο they are an older beginner with some exposure to English in school 

 

The test is designed to be 20-40 minutes in length depending on the level. The test begins 
with microphone and audio calibration followed by an overall instructional video 
introducing the student to the test. Each new item section is prefaced by an instructional 
video specific to the upcoming item type. Instructional videos are allowed to be viewed up 
to two times before a student must proceed to the question. 
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Test Administration  
Both ELYL and EBYL are available via web browser on a laptop or desktop computer as well 
as mobile application on Apple iOS and Android tablets. Both delivery modes require an 
administrator overseeing its delivery as well as individual headphones with a built-in 
microphone for each student and a stable internet connection. In addition, the English 
Benchmark app is needed for tablet delivery.  

Full advice on best practices and the steps involved for administration are given in a user 
guide. Some key points are noted below:  

• Administer practice tests in advance so students can familiarize themselves with the 
test (e.g., show how to sit, use headsets, and answer different question types).  

• Set up suitable rooms and space out desks (3 meters apart in each direction). 
• Monitor behaviour to ensure children are using headsets correctly. 

  
An initial test should be taken at the start of the academic year to benchmark students and 
inform learning goals for the year. A subsequent test may be taken after a minimum of 120 
hours of teaching/learning time to measure student progress from the initial test and 
identify any new and/or changes in learning goals. A final test should be taken at the end of 
the year to review progress from initial benchmark and set goals/inform planning for the 
next year. 

Content Design and Development  
Item Development  
The questions in ELYL and EBYL were developed by an experienced team of writers. Item 
writers utilized a wide range of language and grammatical constructions appropriate for the 
grade-level. Homogeneity and repetitiveness in vocabulary and grammatical constructions 
were avoided as much as possible. Items were written to a variety of language strands and 
GSE learning objectives.   

Once written, all questions were reviewed by teams in different countries. Comments and 
suggestions for improvement were stored with the test questions on a secure database. The 
questions then went through further review by an expert panel and decisions were made on 
the quality of the questions, which to keep and which to reject. All questions were then 
thoroughly reviewed by Pearson staff to ensure that they conform to the item 
specifications. Images and high-quality recordings were added to complete the questions 
before they went forward to be calibrated. Content was designed in a way to be general and 
not culturally specific to a certain demographic.  

Illustrations  
Items that contain illustrations were created by a professional illustrator and were further 
reviewed by Pearson test developers for appropriateness of item content. Any illustration in 
which reviewers noted some type of irregularity was either modified or excluded from 
insertion in the operational test.  

https://media.pearsoncmg.com/intl/pocr/product-readiness/peb/Guides/EBYL_User_Guide_for_Educators.pdf
https://media.pearsoncmg.com/intl/pocr/product-readiness/peb/Guides/EBYL_User_Guide_for_Educators.pdf
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Item Recording  
Items that contain audio were recorded by both amateur and professional voice talents who 
represent a diverse sample of L1 speakers of English (British, American, Australian, and 
Canadian). The prompts were spoken at a speed which is appropriate to the level of the test. 
Voices, including those used for general and item specific instructions, are both clear in 
themselves and are clearly distinguishable from those of other speakers.   

 To ensure intelligibility and acceptability of the speakers, all recordings are vetted by 
Pearson test developers through multiple independent reviews for quality, clarity, and 
conformity to natural conversational styles as well as the intended content. Any recording in 
which reviewers noted some type of irregularity was either re-recorded or excluded from 
insertion in the operational test.   

Item Types  
There are 7 item types in ELYL and 19 in EBYL. These item types utilize a variety of stimulus 
modalities in item presentation such as audio, video, still graphics and texts. Students’ 
responses are collected through speech, typed text or screen touch on a tablet or clicking 
and moving with a mouse on a computer. In this sense, both the items and students’ 
responses are in multi-media formats. 

The table below describes each item type, what learners are expected to do, and what the 
item type measures.  

  

Task  Item Description  
Skills 
Required  

EBYL 
Level 

ELYL Level Response 
Type  Domain(s)  Scoring  

Say the 
word  

Verbally identify 
the image shown 
("Say what's in the 
picture.")  

Listening, 
Speaking  1 

  

Short 
response  Speaking  

Accuracy in 
identifying an 
object in a picture  

Say the 
letters  

Read a list of 5 
upper- and lower-
case letters aloud 
("Now read these 
letters out loud."  Reading  1 

  

Short 
response  Reading  

Accuracy in 
reading letters 
aloud  

Pick the 
right 
letter  

From a group of 3 
letters, touch the 
one that 
represents the 
sound played 
("Touch the letter 
that makes the 
sound X.")  Reading  1 

  

Selected 
response  Reading  

Accuracy in 
identifying the 
correct letter 
based on a letter 
sound  

Pick the 
word you 
hear  

From a group of 4 
words, touch the 
one that is heard 
("Touch the word 
X.")  Reading  1-2 

  

Selected 
response  Reading  

Accuracy in 
identifying the 
spoken word  

Write 
about the 
picture  

Write a short 
description about 
the picture shown 
on the screen 
("Write about 

Writing  3 

Beginner to 
Elementary 

Short 
response  Writing  

Responses scored 
for content while 
following 
appropriate 
spelling  
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what's happening 
in the picture.")  

Listen 
and act  

Listen to a prompt 
and then touch or 
move the specified 
object on the 
screen 
("Touch/move the 
X.")  Listening   1-6 

Beginner to 
Elementary

, 
Elementary 

to 
Intermedia

te 
Selected 
response  Listening  

Accuracy in 
correctly 
touching/moving 
specified object  

Repeat 
the 
sentence  

Listen to a short 
sentence and 
repeat it verbatim  

Listening, 
Speaking  

1, 5, 
6 

Beginner to 
Elementary

, 
Elementary 

to 
Intermedia

te 
Short 
response  

Listening, 
Speaking  

Accuracy in 
reproducing the 
words in the 
correct order  

Listen 
and retell  

Listen to an audio 
passage twice 
(narrative or 
expository) 
presented with 
supporting images. 
Then retell it in 
your own words.  

Listening, 
Speaking  2-6 

Beginner to 
Elementary

, 
Elementary 

to 
Intermedia

te 
Extended 
constructed 
response  

Listening, 
Speaking  

Quality of retell 
content, 
grammar, and 
vocabulary  

Read and 
act  

Read a prompt on 
the screen and 
then touch or 
move a specified 
object on the 
screen ("Touch the 
X.")  Reading  2-6 

Beginner to 
Elementary

, 
Elementary 

to 
Intermedia

te 
Selected 
response  Reading  

Accuracy in 
correctly 
touching/moving 
specified object  

Complete 
the 
sentence  

Read a sentence 
with a missing 
word and 
supporting image, 
then type the 
missing word in 
the blank.  

Reading, 
Writing  2-6 

Beginner to 
Elementary

, 
Elementary 

to 
Intermedia

te 
Short 
response  Writing  

Accuracy in 
producing an 
appropriate word 
for the sentence  

Put the 
word in 
the 
sentence  

Drag the word at 
the top of the 
screen and place it 
in the correct place 
to make a 
grammatically 
correct sentence  Reading  3-6 

Elementary 
to 

Intermedia
te 

Selected 
response  Reading  

Accuracy in 
creating a 
grammatically 
correct sentence  

Speak in 
the 
situation  

Listen twice to an 
audio prompt 
describing a 
situation with a 
supporting image 
and verbally 
respond 
appropriately 
("What do you say 
to X?")  

Listening, 
Speaking  4 

  

Extended 
constructed 
response  Speaking  

Responses scored 
for content 
(situational 
appropriateness) 
and 
pronunciation  

Finish the 
story  

Listen to a 
beginning of a 
story with 3 
images. Make a 
sentence to 

Writing  2-3 

  

Selected 
response  Writing  

Accuracy in 
selecting the 
correct words to 
form a sentence 
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describe the last 
image by selecting 
appropriate words 
for each blank  

that describes the 
final image  

Listen 
and read 
aloud  

Listen along while 
a passage is read 
out loud, then read 
it out loud yourself   

Reading, 
Speaking  3 

  

Extended 
response  

Reading, 
Speaking  

Accuracy in 
reproducing the 
words in the 
passage  

Write the 
story  

Write the story 
shown in the 3 
panels on screen  Writing  4-6 

Elementary 
to 

Intermedia
te 

Extended 
constructed 
response  Writing  

Quality of story 
content, 
grammar, and 
vocabulary  

Watch 
and 
explain  

Watch and listen 
twice to a video of 
a mini lecture 
explaining a 
concept. Then 
summarize the 
content verbally 
("Retell what you 
learned about X.") 
Then verbally 
answer a 
comprehension 
question about the 
video content.  

Listening, 
Speaking  5-6 

  

Summary 
response: 
extended 
constructed 
response  
 
Comprehens
ion 
question: 
short 
response  

Listening, 
Speaking  

Summary 
response scored 
for quality of the 
summary, 
grammar, 
pronunciation, 
and fluency  
 Comprehension 
response scored 
for accuracy in 
producing key 
word(s)  

Read 
aloud 
and 
answer  

Read a passage 
aloud and then 
verbally answer a 
comprehension 
question about the 
passage  

Reading, 
Speaking  4-6 

  

Read 
passage: 
extended 
constructed 
response  
 
Comprehens
ion 
question: 
short 
response  Reading  

Passage reading 
scored for 
accuracy in 
reproducing the 
words in the 
passage, 
expressiveness, 
pronunciation, 
and reading rate  
 Comprehension 
response scored 
for accuracy in 
producing key 
word(s)  

Answer 
the 
question  

Look at a picture 
and verbally 
answer a spoken 
question  

Listening, 
Speaking  1-4 

Beginner to 
Elementary 

Short 
response  

Listening, 
Speaking  

Accuracy in 
producing the key 
words  

Read the 
sentence  

Read the sentence 
on the screen out 
loud Reading  2 

  

Short 
response  Reading  

Accuracy in 
reproducing the 
words in the 
sentence  

  

Number of Items Presented  
English Level Test for Young Learners 
ELYL consists of two levels, with two forms in each level, for a total of four forms. For each 
level and form, there are 20 to 21 items presented. A breakdown of item count by level is 
shown below.  
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Item Type Beginner to  
Elementary 

Elementary to 
Intermediate 

Repeat the Sentence 5 5 

Answer the Question 3   

Listen and Act 2 2 

Read and Act 2 2  

Complete the Sentence 5 5 

Listen and Retell 2 2 

Put the Word in the Sentence   3 

Write about the Picture 2   

Write the Story   1 

Total 21 20 

 
English Benchmark Test for Young Learners 
EBYL consists of six levels, with five forms in each level, for a total of 30 forms. For each level 
and form, there are 38 to 41 items presented. A breakdown of item count by level is shown 
below. 

Item Type Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 
Repeat the Sentence 8    10 10 
Answer the Question 6 8 8 6   
Listen and Act 5 5 5 6 5 5 
Say the Letters 4      
Pick the Right Letter 4      
Pick the Word You Hear 6 6     
Say the Word 6      
Read the Sentence  5     
Read and Act  4 5 5 5 5 
Complete the Sentence  5 6 8 8 8 
Listen and Retell  2 2 2 2 2 
Finish the Story  4 2    
Put the Word in the 
Sentence 

  6 6 6 6 

Listen and Read Aloud   2    
Write about the Picture   2    
Read the Passage    2 2 2 
Speak in the Situation    2   
Write the Story    2 2 2 
Watch and Explain     1 1 
Total 39 39 38 39 41 41 

  

Score Reporting  
English Level Test for Young Learners 
The ELYL score report for all forms consists of a recommended EBYL level (1-6), a CEFR level 
(pre-A1 to B1+), a GSE score range, and descriptors of the student’s current capabilities. No 
sub-skill scores are provided in ELYL; an EBYL test is recommended for greater accuracy of 
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skill scores. 
 
Student responses are uploaded to Pearson for marking when the computer or tablet is 
connected to the internet. Results are typically available within an hour. Teachers can access 
test results on the Test Hub portal. The score should be used to set learning goals for and to 
align teaching strategies to the student’s particular needs. 

English Benchmark Test for Young Learners 
The EBYL score report for all levels except Level 1 consists of an Overall score and four sub-
skill scores: Speaking, Listening, Writing, and Reading. Together these provide detailed 
feedback for test takers and advise them on their future learning.  

The EBYL Level 1 score report consists of an Overall, Speaking, Listening, and Reading score. 
Writing is not offered for the Level 1 test as children at this level often have little experience 
writing in English, especially if they are not used to the Roman alphabet. They are asked to 
give short answers to questions, and these are taken into consideration in their overall 
score; however, the amount they write is insufficient to provide a separate Writing score. As 
a result, the test places greater emphasis on assessing their Speaking to determine their 
productive ability. 

Student responses are uploaded to Pearson for marking when the computer or tablet is 
connected to the internet. Results are typically available within an hour. Teachers can access 
test results on the Test Hub portal. The EBYL score report consists of student performance 
across each skill and provides an overall score on the GSE. The scores are accompanied by 
information about what they were able to do and some areas for them to work on. The can-
do statements and recommendations provided in the report are directly related to the 
student’s scores for each skill. They should be used to set learning goals for and to align 
teaching strategies to the student’s particular needs. If using a Pearson course, suggestions 
for activities in the textbook are also provided which can help students with the areas they 
need to focus on. In addition, class reports are available if more than one student in a class 
completes a test. Averages of scores by skill for the whole class and each students’ skill 
scores are provided.  

EBYL can be used to monitor progress in general proficiency over time as long as enough 
time is allowed between tests. On the progress view, teachers can see how students’ scores 
have changed between tests, identify trends in strengths or weaknesses, and see 
improvements.   

Alignment to the CEFR and the Global Scale of English (GSE)  
In order to align ELYL and EBYL scores to the GSE and CEFR levels, a standard setting study 
was conducted. In it, nine panelists rated a range of ELYL and EBYL responses for speaking, 
listening, reading and writing and assigned CEFR levels to each student for each skill (below 
A1, low A1, high A1, low A2, high A2, low B1, high B1, B2 or higher). Data was aggregated 
using FACETS models and regression equations were used within each skill to create the 
relationship between EBYL and ELYL scores, GSE scores and CEFR levels. The project to 
develop GSE Learning Objectives for Young Learners builds upon the research carried out by 
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Brian North (North, 2000) and the Council of Europe in creating the CEFR (Council of Europe, 
2001). The table below shows what students can do at each of the CEFR levels as they 
progress on their learning journey.   

CEFR Level GSE score range Capabilities of learners summarized in the GSE Learning Objectives for 
Young Learners (2022) 

<A1  10-21  Can understand very short simple utterances related to immediate needs, 
basic personal details or topics of immediate personal relevance, when 
spoken slowly and clearly.  
Can communicate using a basic range of memorized words and short 
phrases as well as gestures and actions.  
Can use basic social formulae e.g. greetings, thanks and apologies.  
Can copy familiar words and short phrases.  

A1  22-29  Can understand and use a basic range of words, simple phrases and 
everyday standard expressions related to personal information and very 
familiar topics.  
Can follow slow, clearly articulated speech, with pausing and repetition by 
the other person.  
Can understand most of what is said if delivered clearly, slowly and 
directly in simple routine everyday exchanges.  
Can communicate using simple phrases, basic sentence patterns and fixed 
expressions.  
Can answer simple questions on familiar topics using a few words or short 
sentences.  
Can interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly, 
repeats or paraphrases as necessary and helps them to formulate what 
they want to say.  
Can write phrases and simple isolated sentences and very short, simple 
texts on familiar topics.  

A2  30-35  Can understand and use a range of simple phrases and expressions that 
they hear or read related to areas of personal relevance, familiar topics 
and topics related to other subjects of study.  
Can follow short, simple social exchanges spoken slowly and clearly.  
Can communicate limited information related to everyday situations.  
Can ask and answer questions about everyday life and activities in a simple 
way.  
Can describe people, places and possessions in simple terms.  
Can produce very simple paragraph-length connected texts on familiar 
topics (up to 50 words).  

A2+  36-42  Can understand and use simple language related to aspects of their 
environment, past activities and experiences and general topics.  
Can understand slow, clear standard speech on familiar matters, with 
some repetition or reformulation by the other person.  
Can initiate, maintain and close simple, restricted face-to-face 
conversations in predictable everyday situations.  
Can exchange information and express ideas on familiar topics in simple 
terms, provided the other person helps if necessary.  
Can write simple structured paragraphs and short, simple texts of more 
than one paragraph.  
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B1  43-50  Can understand the main points of clear standard speech on familiar 
matters regularly encountered in school, free time etc.  
Can enter unprepared into conversation, express personal opinions on 
familiar topics and interact in predictable everyday situations.  
Have a sufficient range of language to describe experiences and events, 
dreams, hopes and ambitions in some detail, and briefly give reasons and 
explanations for statements, opinions and plans.  
Can follow much of everyday conversation if speakers avoid very idiomatic 
usage.  
Can talk about a prepared topic and cope with limited questions.  
Can produce simple, connected texts with basic structure on a range of 
topics that are familiar or of personal interest.  

B1+  51-58  Can understand a large part of many TV programs on familiar topics.  
Can summarize and give their opinion about a short story, article, talk or 
discussion, and answer further questions about details.  
Can exchange information on routine and non-routine matters.  
Can write short, simple essays with basic structure on familiar topics.  

  
 
 

Score Reports   
A variety of score reports are available in Test Hub. The examples below show some 
possible views.  

English Level Test for Young Learners 
Level Test for Young Learners reports include results displayed as: 

• CEFR grade 
• GSE range 
• Recommended Benchmark for Young Learners level 
• Overall Current Capabilities 
• Individual and Group reports 

Group Report 
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Teacher Report 
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English Benchmark Test for Young Learners 
Benchmark Test for Young Learners offers a wider range of results than the Level Test for 
Young Learners.  

Additional information includes; 

• GSE score per level and overall score 
• Results at individual skill level 
• Performance Summary, Recommended Activities, and Suggested GSE Learning 

Objectives per skill 
• Optional courseware mapping to relevant courseware 
• Progress reports 
• Separate reports for Teachers and Parents 

 

Class Reports  
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Teacher Reports  
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 Progress Reports  
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Parent Reports  
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